
 

 Designer for Microsoft Access 

Reviewer’s Guide 
 

 

Contents 

Why is Designer interesting to a business reader? 

What is Designer? 

Getting started with Designer 3.9 

Related products from OpenGate 

About OpenGate 

 

Quick Reference 

Current Version 3.9 

System Requirements Microsoft Access 2000 or higher 

Pricing $199 for 1 ‘designer’ user.  No limits on the number 
of databases or end-users for the databases 
created by Designer. 
 

High-Res Screenshots http://www.opengatesw.net/company/drev.zip 

Product Webpage Designer for Microsoft Access home page 

Contact Information Brandon Smith 
OpenGate Software 
303.748.6452 
brandon@opengatesw.net  

 

This document is copyright © 2010 OpenGate Software.  The information contained in this document is subject to change without notice. If you 

find any problems in the documentation, please report them to us in writing. This document is not warranted to be error-free. Except as may be 

expressly permitted in your license agreement for these Programs, no part of these Programs may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 

by any means, electronic or mechanical, for any purpose. 

Microsoft and the Office logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. 

 

http://www.opengatesw.net/company/drev.zip
http://www.opengatesw.net/products/Designer/Designer-for-Microsoft-Access.htm?utm_source=reviewerguide
mailto:brandon@opengatesw.net


DesignerTM for Microsoft Access – Reviewer’s Guide 
 

Excerpts of this guide may be used freely in the context of any review of the Designer software without 
citation or quotation. 

Why is Designer interesting to a business reader? 
Microsoft Access is the most widely used desktop 
database application available.  Many of your readers 
turn to Access when they need a fast, inexpensive 
solution to track information.   While Access is fairly easy 
to learn, database design remains an exercise in abstract 
thought that is difficult without training. 
 
Your readers will be interested in Designer for Microsoft 
Access because it alleviates the pain and frustration 
related to getting started with a new Access database.  
Many of your readers have likely tried to create a 
Microsoft Access database knowing that it can help them 
to be more efficient.  A large number will also abandon 

 
 

 

Most people can tell when they have 

stretched Excel to the limit.  They also do 

not have a background in database 

design.  Designer solves the problem by 

translating the user’s answers into a well-

normalized database, complete with data 

entry forms that consolidate related 

information into a single screen. 

 

their efforts because the learning curve requires more time than they expect.  Designer helps users 

overcome the obstacles of abstract database design so the user can start using their Access database 

to be more productive. 

What is Designer? 
Designer helps non-database savvy users create a functional, properly structured Microsoft Access 

database with a plain-language question and answer process.   Design steps the user through the 

process of deciding what they want to track at a macro- and micro-level, as well as how the macro-level 

things relate to each other.  The result is a well-normalized database schema in Access that complies 

with common best practices such as naming conventions, relational join types, and the use of lookup 

tables to control data entry.  After the user has outlined what they want to track, Designer allows them 

to create a set of data entry forms where related information is seen in a single form. 

 

Designer automatically creates 

tabs that contain information 

related to the record selected in the 

grid above.  Users have a similar 

experience to Excel with the grid 

layout at the top, and the benefit of 

seeing all related information at the 

bottom of the same screen. 



DesignerTM for Microsoft Access – Reviewer’s Guide 
 

Excerpts of this guide may be used freely in the context of any review of the Designer software without 
citation or quotation. 

Getting started with Designer 3.9 
Designer does not require installation.  Simply unzip the contents of the download file to a folder, and 

double click the "Designer for Access..." database file on a PC with Microsoft Access 2000 or higher. 

To begin working with Designer, simply follow the instructions on screen.  Users that need additional 

guidance can look for the "Online Tutorial for this Step" to view a brief tutorial on how to complete each 

step.  Designer also includes a number of template projects you can choose from to jump-start the 

process. 

 

Related products from OpenGate 

UI Builder for Microsoft Access 

Add powerful menu navigation system and advanced, pre-built features for your existing databases, or a 

database created with our Designer product.  Packed with the essential features every MS Access 

database needs, without requiring hours of Visual Basic.  Click to learn more>> 

Dashboard Builder for Microsoft Access 

Gain visual insight to the valuable information you are storing in your Access database.  Easy-to-build 

dashboards with graphs, charts, and drill-down metrics...all without being an expert in SQL or Visual 

Basic.  Click to learn more>> 

Designer includes several template 

projects to help accelerate the 

process, or learn by example. 

http://www.opengatesw.net/products/UI%20Builder/UIBuilder.htm?utm_source=reviewerguide
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About OpenGate Software 
We provide powerful solutions for business applications based on Microsoft Access. More than 5,000 

users worldwide rely on OpenGate solutions to help power their businesses.  OpenGate Software is 

based in Aurora, Colorado and has been creating Microsoft Access applications since 2001. 


